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UNAPPROVED MINUTES 
CITY OF MILPITAS 

PARKS, RECREATION AND CULTURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION 
 

Minutes:  Regular Meeting of the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources Commission 
Date of Meeting:  February 7, 2005  
Place of Meeting: Milpitas City Hall Committee Room, 455 E. Calaveras Blvd. 
 
I. Call to Order  Chairperson Munzel called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM 
 
II. Flag Salute  The Chair led the Commission in the Pledge of Allegiance 
 
III. Roll Commissioners Present: Gray, Krommenhock, Ku, McGuire, Munzel, Serena, 

and Tuason 
 
 Council Liaison Present:  Gomez 
 
 City Staff Present:  Bonnie Greiner, Recreation Services Manager; Dennis 

Cuciz, Senior Maintenance Supervisor; Troy Fujimoto, Acting Associate 
Planner; James Lindsay, Acting Planning Manager; Jennifer Tagalog, Recording 
Secretary  

  
Guests:  Steve Soriano, 370 Coelho Street; Don Peoples; Jim Foran, Board 
Member of Open Space Authority 

 
 
IV. Alternates Alternates Gray and Serena were seated. 
 
V. Agenda  MOTION to approve the agenda for February 7, 2005, with the following 

emergency item added to new business, #5: “North Main Street Potential 
Development at Maple Hall (aka Pashote Building or Cracolice Building).”  
M/S: Tuason, Gray 

 Ayes: (7) Gray, Krommenhock, Ku, McGuire, Munzel, Serena, and Tuason 
  
VI. Minutes MOTION to approve the minutes from the January 3, 2005, meeting with the 

following change:  On New Business, item #1, Election of Officers, change 
Commissioner Tuason to Commissioner Gray for the person who nominated 
Chairperson on Munzel for Chairperson. 
M/S:  McGuire, Gray  
All Ayes  

  
 
VII. Citizen’s Forum Steve Soriano, 370 Coelho Street, expressed his appreciation for the support of 

the Commission for the Music in the Park at Augustine Park.  He also requested 
the Commission to discuss agendizing, “No Smoking in Parks,” at a future 
meeting. 

 
VIII. Announcements/Correspondence 
   

Bonnie Greiner, Recreation Services Manager made the following 
announcements: 
- The Milpitas Senior Center will be hosting an Open House on Friday, 

February 25, 2005, at 11:30 a.m.  
- Commissioner McGuire will be honored by the California, Parks, 

Recreation Society, District IV with the “Lifetime Achievement Award,” on 
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February 17, 2005, for his Lifetime contributions to the field of Parks and 
Recreation. 

IX.  New Business 
1. Condition and Maintenance of the Alviso Adobe (Dennis Cuciz, Senior 

Maintenance Supervisor) 
 
Dennis Cuciz, Senior Maintenance Supervisor, reported the Public Works staff 
inspects the site on a weekly basis.  The staff checks to make sure the facility 
has no structural damage or break-ins, ensures the emergency lighting is 
working, and that pests have been controlled as needed.  They also eradicate any 
necessary weeds near the home site to avoid any potential fire hazards. 
 
Chairperson Munzel inquired if the balcony had been propped up.  Supervisor 
Cuciz, reported the balcony repairs had been completed.   
 
Commissioner McGuire asked if the facility had been checked for termites.  
Staff explained the building was tented for termites in 2000, however, would be 
checked again prior to any major repair work of the structure. 
 
Chairperson Munzel wanted to know the status of the water tower and drying 
shed.  Supervisor Cuciz, reported the water tower is in disrepair and as a result 
no water is in the tank to eliminate leakages.  He explained the drying shed is in 
good condition and that staff is currently using the shed for miscellaneous 
storage.     
 
Commissioner Ku asked if the flood wall along the creek was finished as it 
appeared to be incomplete.  Supervisor Cuciz, explained that all the sandbags 
had been removed and completed with caged rock some time ago. 
   
Note receipt and file. 
 
 
2. Update on Open Space Authority Funds and Alviso Adobe Renovation 

(Troy Fujimoto, Acting Associate Planner) 
 
Troy Fujimoto, Acting Associate Planner, reported that $322,000 was available 
from The Open Space Authority Funds which could be used for Alviso Adobe 
Renovation.  He explained that he was preparing the application to go to City 
Council in late March or early April.   
 
Chairperson Munzel explained that he understood that the monies could not be 
used for the restoration of the structure of the Alviso Adobe, but the Open Space 
monies could be used for areas surrounding the building (i.e. park, access to the 
building, etc.)   
 
Jim Foran, Board Member of Open Space Authority, explained there are some 
limitations on what the Open Space authority money can be utilized for, but 
access to a site and improvements to the surrounding areas of the Alviso Adobe 
would certainly qualify.  He offered his services, should the Commission have 
any questions or need any assistance with the use of these monies.  Mr. Foran 
also distributed a map from the County of Santa Clara Regional Parks and 
Recreation Areas with respect to trails leading to Alviso Adobe.  He explained 
that the funds could be used to create improved access to the facility via trails. 
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Commissioner Krommenhock reported that she heard the negotiations were 
going better with the church with regards to access to the Alviso Adobe.  
Council member Gomez confirmed. 
 
Dennis Cuciz, Senior Parks Supervisor, explained that staff would be meeting 
with the residents on Uridias Ranch Road with regards to the access from the 
street to the church property. 
 
Note receipt and file. 

 
 

3. Library Naming (Bonnie Greiner, Recreation Services Manager) 
 
At the October 5, 2004, City Council meeting, the City Council directed all City 
Commissions to discuss the Facilities Naming Subcommittee’s suggestion to 
honor Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., and Cesar Chavez. 
 
The subcommittee made the recommendation to name the new Library the 
“Milpitas Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library” and directed staff to develop 
activities and a program to celebrate Cesar Chavez Day, on or near March 31st, 
and return to Council with a recommendation and budget. 
 
Commissioner Krommenhock reported that the Arts Commission discussed this 
item at their last meeting and recommended that the library be named the, 
“Milpitas Public Library.”  They felt the other names were too long and 
overdone.  She preferred naming the library after someone of some significance 
in Milpitas. 
 
Commissioner McGuire reported that 8 parks in Milpitas were named after 
people who were still alive and suggested naming the new library, “The Ed 
Cavallini Library” to recognize him for his longtime contributions to the library. 
 
Chairperson Munzel felt it was cleaner and more convenience to name the 
country library after the Community and reported the Youth Advisory 
Commission did as well.  He asked Council member Gomez to explain the 
background on  naming the library after Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  
 
Council member Gomez reported that the sub-committee felt it was a great way 
to honor Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Cesar Chavez for there contributions, 
however, they wanted to get the feedback of the other Commissions as well. 
 
Chairperson Munzel preferred naming a wing of the library after Martin Luther 
King Jr. rather than the entire library. It was also his personal preference to 
celebrate Cesar Chavez Day’s rather than Cinco de Mayo.   
  
Commissioner Gray liked naming the new library, “Milpitas Public Library” and 
preferred having a portion of the library dedicated to  Martin Luther King Jr. and 
Cesar Chavez. 
 
Commissioner Krommenhock felt with the large Asian population in Milpitas 
that naming the library after Martin Luther King Jr. would have not a lot of 
meaning to them.  Council member Gomez disagreed, indicating that when 
immigrants come over, they should also learn our history as well. 
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Chairperson Munzel reported the “Civil Rights Movement” focus was on the 
African American population and as a historian he felt it would be difficult to 
find how this movement benefited the Asian/Filipino population.   
 
Commissioner Serena suggested naming the library after the founders of 
Milpitas as he felt it meant more to the diverse community.   
 
Commissioner Krommenhock reported that Commissioner Ogle from the Arts 
Commission suggested naming the library, “The Thomas Jefferson Library,” as 
she felt he was one of the best presidents in history.   
 
Commissioner Ku felt long winded named facilities were not used as much and 
for practical reasons liked naming the new library, “The Milpitas Community 
Library.” 
 
MOTION to recommend to City Council naming the new Library the, “Milpitas 
Community Library.” 

   M/S: Krommenhock, McGuire 
   All Ayes 
    

The Commission decided it was more appropriate for the Library Commission 
to determine if a wing or area should be named after Martin Luther King Jr. and 
Cesar Chavez. 

 
   4.  Training Workshop (Bonnie Greiner, Recreation Services Manager) 

 
California Association of Park & Recreation Commissioners & Board Members 
(CAPRCBM) and the City of Milpitas Recreation Services Department invite 
Parks and Recreation Commissioners to attend a Training Workshop on 
Saturday, February 26, 2005, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Topics will include 
Recreation Team; Role of Commissioners and Board Members; Advocacy; The 
Brown Act; and Parliamentary Procedure.  The fee is waived for all City of 
Milpitas Commissioners.  If interested, please RSVP to Frances Krommenhock. 
 
Commissioner Krommenhock reported there were 18 signed up for the training 
workshop.   
 
Note receipt and file. 
 
5.  Main Street Development at Maple Hall (aka Pashote or Cracolice 

Building)  
 
Don Peoples, provided an extensive overview of the history of Maple Hall and 
the site.  He felt it is an important part of the Downtown area and when 
redeveloped would be a vibrant area of shops, professional offices, restaurants, 
and residences.  He provided an extensive overview of what the building is 
today, a history of what it was in the past, some potential possibilities of what 
could be done in the future, and distributed these items to the Commission with 
an artists rendering of area from a recent public hearing and rough guesstimate 
on potential costs.  He explained the current zoning is mixed use.  He felt that 
under community ownership, a Maple Hall could be restored to 1900 
documented physical condition and used in a manner consistent with its past.   
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The following were some potential ideas from Don Peoples for the facility: 
- The upper floor could be returned to a 60 X 60 room which could be used 

for a community meeting by the public including the Milpitas Historical 
Society, Milpitas Downtown Association, Chamber of Commerce, and 
possibly a variety of other groups (Boy/Girl Scouts, YMCA, 
Cultural/Religious groups).  This would require an addition at the rear of the 
building to house an elevator, stairs and ADA compliant restrooms. 

- The ground floor could be leased to up to four different tenants and uses.  
Ideal tenants would be restaurants, antique shops, general merchandise, 
professional/medical offices.  One ideal tenant for a portion of the building 
would be the Milpitas Chamber of Commerce. 

- The front façade and sidewalk completely restored in a manner that would 
be historically correct and complimentary to adjacent redevelopment. 

- The Farmhouse and surrounding grounds could be restored and serve as 
Downtown park space.  Historical items such as farm equipment, fire truck, 
or even blacksmithing equipment could be displayed. 

 
Don Peoples requested the Commission consider this project for study and 
discussion purposes.  He thought it would be a great idea if they got involved to 
see what’s possible.   He indicated that there could be several revenue streams 
that possibly could be applied for this project.  For example, redevelopment of 
properties in the Downtown area will require substantial fees from developers 
for parks and requirements for open space.  He said, if this project is deemed 
feasible and important to our community, there is an opportunity that will be 
only available for a short time, so he suggested they discuss it sooner than later.   
 
The Commission questioned if Maple Hall was designated as a designated  
Cultural Resources site.  James Lindsey, Acting Planning Manager, reported 
Maple Hall was not designated as a Cultural Resources site listing.  Chairperson 
Munzel reported it was not a Cultural Resources site as the facility had been 
modified several times over the years.  Don Peoples, felt the building could 
easily be put back to reflect the year it was built regardless of the modifications 
made.  He indicated the site is currently being used for low rent apartments. 
 
The Commission thanked Don Peoples for his presentation.   
 
The Commission requested to agendize this item for discussion at their May 
meeting. 
 

XII.  Staff Reports  
Bonnie Greiner, Recreation Manager reported that Craig Wisneski, Parks 
Supervisor, would be addressing the gravel issue at Gill Park, which was 
discussed at the January meeting. 

 
 
XIII. Liaison Reports 

1. City Council 
 

None 
    

2. Community Advisory Commission (CAC) 
 
Commissioner Ku reported the Community Advisory Commission was charged 
by the City Council to research the possibility of a non-denominational 
invocation at City Council.  
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3. Senior Advisory Commission (SAC) 
 
Commissioner Gray was assigned to provide updates on the Senior Advisory 
Commission.  Staff will inform the recording secretary to add Commissioner 
Gray to the agenda packet mailings. 
 
 
4.     Planning Commission 
 
Commissioner Tuason reported the Planning Commission discussed the 
following items:  1) Kohl’s Project at the Great Mall; 2) Seven O’Toole Elm 
Trees.   
 
The Commission requested to get an update on the status of the O’Toole Elm 
Trees.   
 
 
5.   Youth Advisory Commission (YAC) 

 
Chairperson Munzel reported the Youth Advisory Commission discussed the  
following items: 1) Alcohol Awareness Pamphlet; 2) Goals of the Commission; 
3) Teen Show for Channel 15. 
 
He suggested the Commission work with staff to create video footage of the 
parks and other facilities to display on Channel 15 as a Community Outreach for 
the Commission.  He requested that this item be agendized for discussion at the 
August meeting.   
 
 
6.   Milpitas Historical Society 
 
Bob Burrell, President of the Historical Society reported the next meeting will 
be held on February 9, 2005, in which the history of the railroads will be 
discussed.  Commissioner McGuire reported that Bob Winsor gave an overview 
of the Winsor Blacksmith Shop. 
 
 
7.  Arts Commission 

 
Commissioner Krommenhock reported that Commissioner Foulk was re-elected 
as Chairperson.   She indicated that the Commission also discussed the 
percentage for Arts.   
 
 
8. Alviso Adobe Sub-committee (Commissioner McGuire, Munzel)  
 
None    
 
 

XIV. Future Agenda Items 
    

March 
    
   April 
   Capital Improvement Program 
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   May 
   No Smoking In Parks Discussion 
   Maple Hall Discussion 
    
   August  
   Possible Channel 15 Coverage - Community Outreach for Commission  
        
XV. Adjournment There being no further business, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 8:27 PM to 

the next scheduled meeting on March 7, 2005, at the Milpitas City Hall 
Committee Room. 
 


